[Tuberculosis in children].
In developed countries like France, the incidence of tuberculosis is low, 5 to 6% in patients under 15 years of age. At the present time, tuberculosis has been irradicated in 11 French regions. Inversely, tuberculosis is still found in the Paris area. Half of the children with tuberculosis are under 5 years of age, underscoring the high risk at this age. Lung and lymph node infection is most often encountered in children with typical complications of endobronchial fistulization and segmentary or lobular atelectasy. Direct examination does not reveal germs in more than 80% of the cases. Other forms are more rarely found in children although congenital, meningeal, serofibrinous pleural, and cervical lymph node tuberculosis are sometimes observed. Latent primary infection, by far the most frequent, can only be recognized by the intradferal tuberculin test. Systematic treatment modalities would now center on the use of combined chemotherapy using two bacteriocidal antibiotics for 2 or 3 years.